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for law and its triumph over brute force will mark the 
new era, Perhaps I may be permitted to point out that 
the stake involved in this frightful war, which imposes 
such cruel and ruinous sacrifices upon the nations en- 
gaged in it, is quite other than one of remodeling, 
upon new lines, European law alone. It consists m 
reality of the introduction into the relations between all 
peoples of the new principle of an obligatory respect for 
law. The struggle now taking place leads to the break- 
ing forever of the domination of one people over all the 
other peoples. The mad political aims of the Alexan- 
ders, the Caesars, the Tamerlanes, the Charlemagnes, 
and the Napoleons did but end in miserable failure, 
and it is not William II, a potentate without genius, 
who will be able to realize what his illustrious prede- 
cessors attempted in vain. On this occasion, humanity, 
wakened from the hypnotic sleep into which the malev- 
olence of avaricious or megalomaniac governments have 
plunged it for centuries, will know how to build up the 
new world. Novus nascitur ordo! 

It is this prevision, this anticipation, which should 
serve as the peroration of every speech pronounced 
henceforward in the free countries. It should be the 
master thought dominating all the acts and words of 
those who have, in these hours of pain and suffering, 
the responsibility of power. 

Such a political activity must find its expression in 
winged words which will impress themselves upon the 
mentality of the masses. To the haughty Germanic 
dictum, "Deutschland fiber alles," must be opposed the 
axiom, "Menschheit fiber alles." And the proud device, 
"Britannia rules the waves," must give place to "Man- 
kind rules the waves." The floating cities which boast, 
with reason, of having drawn the peoples nearer to- 
gether and prepared the humanity of tomorrow, are due 
to the untiring labor of the minds of thousands of all 
nations. 

Prom our national songs, also, the words of hate and 
ill-will should disappear. It is not true, as the Mar- 
seillaise says, that in war the impure blood of the enemy 
waters the furrows. It is the generous and valiant 
blood, the vivifying red blood of the entire European 
youth which is at this moment fertilizing the soil of 
Belgium, Poland, and Prance, and which tomorrow will 
fertilize the fields of Germany. For the happiness and 
joy of future generations the noble verses of Lamartine 
must replace the boastful and murderous words which, 
in a tragic hour of invasion and revolt, inspired Le- 
conte de l'Isle. 

What is wanted is to make of all countries, without 
suppression and without oppression, a single country, 
the country of all humanity, just as out of the old an- 
tagonistic and hostile provinces have arisen the modern 
nations. Mr. Lloyd George in his last speech expressed 
this truth, perhaps unintentionally, when he said, "A 
new Europe, a new world." But he passed, at once to 
exalt a new English patriotism, and none of his words 
gave expression to the patriotism of humanity. 

The new order — the world order — cannot come to life 
except by the co-operation, rather than the competition, 
of nations. The mentality of the politicians of our 
different countries has not, maybe, yet reached to this 
necessary conception: It is daring, perhaps, on my 
part to suggest it to them, but it is for me at once a na- 
tional and an international duty, and I am certain that 



in so doing I am serving both my country and human- 
ity. And I dream of an artist, writer, and musician in 
one, who, in an hour of high inspiration, will give the 
world the poem and the melody of sovereign and fra- 
ternal beauty which tomorrow all the peoples may sing 
together, from. Germany repentant to liberated Poland, 
Finland, Hungary, Bohemia, and to — Prussia. 



Let There Be Peace. 

By Louise R. Waite. 

When chaos reigned, and all unformed was man, 
The great creative Fatherhood of God 
Proclaimed in mighty tones, "Let there be Light !" 
And in that Light creation did appear. 
Today a mental chaos doth prevail. 
Man seeks as savage beast with brutal power 
To kill and to destroy his brother man. 
Hark ! Hark ! another voice must yet be heard 
Above the chaos of earth's battlefields, 
Above the wild delirium of war. 
E'en through the heart of woman now it speaks 
And shall be heard — the Mother voice Divine! 
She who hath borne in hours of pain and death 
Strong, manly sons, only to give them up, 
To see them slain before her very eyes, 
Amid the din of battle and its roar, 
Its useless sacrifice of all she holds most dear 
To avarice, the hellish greed of man, — 
Her voice doth cry, and nations now must hear. 
"Let war forever cease" ! The voice that said 
"Let there be Light" ! hath rent again the veil 
Of darkest night, and cries, "Let there be Peace" ! 
In mighty tones above earth's bloodstained sod, 
High, clear, now speaks that Mother voice of God. 
Chicago, September 14, 1914. 



Phases of the Great European Conflict.* 

By Senator d'Estournelles de Constant. 

Paris, September 3, 1914. 
. . . May you never witness such calamities as have 
fallen upon Europe! The visions of horror, which for- 
merly we evoked in order to terrify the world and to try 
to conjure them away, are now surpassed, and we are 
only at the commencement of the war! The trains, 
thronged with youth and enthusiasm, which I saw 
leave, are now returning crowded with the wounded. 
They have filled all the hospitals, the barracks which 
had been left empty, the lyceums, and the schools 
throughout France. In but a few days they have. ar- 
rived everywhere in the south, the west, and the center 
of the country. At La Fleche alone we have five im- 
provised hospitals with 1,200 beds. . . . The worst 
of all (I have always said it, but it is even worse than I 
had thought)— the worst is that each of the combatants, 
for the most part incapable of cruelty under ordinary 
conditions, is now devoted to the horrible work of hatred 
and of reprisal. ... All the results which may 
follow this war could well have been obtained in peace 

♦The letters from which these extracts are taken were 
written to Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, and printed with his 
permission in the New York Times. 



264 



THE ADVOCATE OP PEACE. 



December, 



by a general effort of good will. On the other hand, 
the legacy of the war will be endless rancor, hatred, 
reprisal, and savagery. When it shall be understood 
that, in spite of governments and parliaments, the war 
has been, in large part, excited by maneuvers of an in- 
ternational band of the dealers in military supplies and 
by their all-powerful newspapers ; when it shall be thor- 
oughly comprehended that these dealers and these news- 
papers have played with rumors of war as with a scare- 
crow for the purpose of keeping up a general condition 
of disquiet favorable to their sinister operations, then, 
too late, alas ! there will be a revulsion of public opinion 
to sustain finally those men, like our friends, who have 
urged arbitration rather than war and conciliation 
rather than arbitration. 

. . . More than ever our motto, "Pro patria per 
orbis concordiam," will be that of every good patriot 
who wishes to develop the internal prosperity of his 
country through friendly foreign relations. . . . 

. . . Above all, beware of offering aid to Europe 
in a spirit of opportunism rather than of high prin- 
ciple. Especially do not try to take advantage of 
some circumstances in order to urge a lame and ephem- 
eral peace. Public opinion will be bitterly divided if 
the war is brought to an end merely by lassitude and a 
desire for comfort. Public opinion will accept only a 
peace inspired with high ideals, without needless humil- 
iation for the conquered, and equally without sacrifice 
of any principles which have brought together the anti- 
German coalition. 

The war itself, however atrocious it has been and 
still may be, will have been only a commencement — the 
beginning of continual wars into which the new world 
will be drawn — if we do not leave the desire of life and 
the means of living to Germany, conquered but still 
alive. It is possible to conquer and to exterminate 
armies; but it is not possible to exterminate a nation of 
70,000,000 people. It will then be necessary to make 
a place for Germany which will permit the exercise of 
her fecund activity in the struggle of universal compe- 
tition. If we yield to the temptation to make an end 
of German competition, we shall neither end the com- 
petition nor shall we end war. 

Por years I have repeated this to our English friends 
who were intoxicated with the theories of Chamberlain. 
I see without surprise, but with sorrow, that serious 
journals of London and Paris spread before the eyes of 
their readers the absurd idea that this war will kill Ger- 
man foreign commerce, while the English and French 
production will be enriched without a rival, and conse- 
quently without effort. Place should be made for Ger- 
many from Berlin to Vienna in the organization of a 
general European confederation which will give full 
satisfaction to Italy at Trieste, will install the Turkish 
government in Asia, will bring about an agreement be- 
tween the Christian Balkan States, and give the free 
disposal of their destinies to Poland, Denmark, Finland, 
Hungary, Eumania, and Alsace-Lorraine. 

In this manner the worst problems on which the gen- 
eral peace depends would be solved, and with these prob- 
lems that of armaments, which it would no longer be 
dangerous nor humiliating to reduce if the general re- 
duction, extending even to Japan and seconded by all 



the republics of the New World, were agreed to by all. 
Certainly such an agreement would be difficult to de- 
velop; it would terrify the diplomats, but outside of 
such an agreement I see in perspective nothing but per- 
petual war, internal revolution, and general ruin. 

Paris, September 18, 1914. 

. . . In the cuttings from the American papers 
which you have sent me I have read with great dis- 
quietude an article which says that, after all, the United 
States "will be the beneficiary of the European war." 
This article claims that the United States may profit 
very easily by this war to take away from Germany her 
commerce in the three Americas, etc. It is a danger- 
ous form of reasoning, which, however, is not new. . . . 
The truth is that the xlmericans evidently gain in the 
war, but they lose more. Europe is something else to 
them than a market over which to dispute ; she is a res- 
ervoir of experiences, good and bad, but of experiences 
which you cannot do without. To wish for the contin- 
uation of the war in Europe, or even to take sides with 
it as a sort of half evil, is for the Americans a crime, 
a sort of suicide ; that would be to applaud the destruc- 
tion of models which civilization seems to have collected 
for your edification and for your development. Later 
the United States can do without many of these lessons 
which she learns from Europe ; but she will always have 
need of the inspiration of the masterpieces of our civil- 
ization. It is only a barbarous reasoning which allows 
one to see in the European war profit for the United 
States ; it is a loss, a mourning, a shame for the whole 
world, and particularly for the free countries which are 
the guides of other peoples and which can only fulfill 
their mission in times of peace. 

I have often heard the profits of war discussed. The 
undertakers of impressive funeral services can also con- 
gratulate themselves over catastrophes. A railroad 
accident which puts an entire country in mourning can 
enrich them. The most murderous battles bring profit 
in the final reckoning to somebody, if it is only to the 
jackals and the crows; but it is the whole of a country, 
and for the United States it is the whole world, which 
must be considered, and the more the whole world pros- 
pers the more will the United States find friends, col- 
laborators, and clients. The more the world is troubled, 
on the contrary, the more commerce and general activi- 
ties will suffer from it, without mention of the develop- 
ment of instruction and of the progress of human 
thought, which will be paralyzed. . . . 



Love of Enemies. 

(Translated from Voelkerfriede.) 

"Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies." (Matthew V : 43-44.) 

It often seems as if this word of our Lord had today 
lost its significance. It is a sad fact that even among 
those who bear Christ's name, and who know that His 
chief command was, "Love one another," we find far 
more hatred of enemies than love of neighbors. 

May Jesus be supposed to have conceived the precept 
to love one's enemies in so narrow a sense that he meant 



